
BITS AND PIECES 

I  want to apologise to 
everyone for not being 
able to go on the 

Marshall ride (see story on 
page 8). The reason had 
nothing to do with Mexican 
food. I had intended to go to 
the Region H rally on 
Thursday, stay there three 
days, and join David on 
Sunday. However, I stayed 
home Thursday and Friday 
to attend the funeral of a 
good friend of mine. I then 
decided to go to the rally on 
Saturday. My friend Tony 
was visiting me to attend the 
funeral, so he went with me 
to the rally, and we went in 
the car. Instead of staying 
over, we decided to come 
home Saturday night after 
the rally. As we were very 
tired, I had no desire to go 
back to Marshall the next 
day, so we stayed home. 
And that’s the truth! 

The Region H rally was 
enjoyable. We browsed 
through all of the vendors. I 
needed a new headset, so I 
tr ied one at  Sierra 
Electronics. As I did not 
have my helmet with me, I 
told the vendor that I would 
buy one at Wing Ding. We 
played some off-bike 
games. After lunch, we 
went on one of the scenic 
tours. We stopped in 
Jefferson and spent several 

hours browsing in antique 
stores. I won a GWRRA 
clock in the M&M poker 
game and a pair of antenna 
flags in the door prize 
drawing. Tony won a 
windscreen cleaning kit. 
When the ceremonies were 
over, we returned home. 

Phil, Scott, and I rode up 
to Anna for lunch on March 
11. See story on page 2. 

No one showed up for 
the Dublin ride, so we will 
try to reschedule it later. 

Rallies in April: 
The Louisiana District 

rally takes place April 6—8 
at the Best Western Hotel in 
Lafayette, Louisiana. 

Chapter O is having a 
Bluebonnet Campout and 
Rally at Ladybird Johnson 
City Park in Fredericksburg 
on April 7 and 8. 

Chapter P (a brand-new 
chapter) is having their 
kick-off rally on April 15. A 
rally flyer is on page 9. 
Let’s all go down to 
Granbury and show our 
support for this new chapter. 
I will be leaving at eight-
o’clock on April 15 to 
attend the rally. 

The following weekend 
(April 22), Chapter Z2 is 
having their annual rally in 
McKinney; same place as 
last year. We will leave for 
their rally at eight-o’clock. 

On April 29, Chapter O2 

is having a rally at Riverside 
Park in Brownwood. This is 
the same place they had the 
rally last year. They usually 
put on a pretty good rally. 
Arkansas Chapter T has 
their rally on the same day 
in Texarkana. 

We want everyone who 
can to attend the Texas 
District Rally May 11–13. 
The more, the merrier. If 
you need room information, 
please see me. 

We are planning a 
special gathering for all 
Chapter B’s in GWRRA at 
Wing Ding in Nashville. 
They are planning a special 
get-together for all of us. 
Let me know if you plan on 
attending Wing Ding, so I 
can tell them how many to 
expect. 

April Birthdays: 
Happy Birthday to Faye 

Tolson, Phil Polhemus, 
Annette Weiland, Robbie 
Veatch, and Bert Newton. 
Happy Anniversary to Paul 
and Clara Mehne, and 
David and Annette Weiland. 

I hope I did not forget 
anyone or anything. If I did, 
please accept my apologies. 

That is about all I have 
for now. So, ride safely, and 
keep the shiny side up and 
the rubber side down.        ☺ 

George 
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• Chapter B/N meets the 
First Tuesday of every 
month at Raymond’s 
Barbecue, 10920 Garland 
Road, Dallas. Eat at 6:30 
PM, meet at 7:30 PM. 

• All Chapter B/N Scheduled 
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of Oates) in Mesquite, 
u n l e s s  a n n o u n c e d 
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“Friends for Fun, Safety, and Knowledge” 



A GIVER 

R esponsibility of the Chapter 
Participant:  Other than 
k eep i ng  cu r r ent  in 

GWRRA membership dues, the 
chapter participant has absolutely 
no responsibility.  However , 
consider this: The Chapter Staff 
consists of volunteers that give their 
time and their creativity to provide 
enjoyable social activities for the 
participants. As participants, we are 
“takers” of this effort, that is, we 
enjoy the benefits of an organized 
chapter meeting, a monthly 
newsletter, rides planned for us to 
simply show up and “fall in,” 
activities developed for the chapter 
where again, all we need to do is 
show up. They also take care of the 
paperwork necessary to maintain 
our Chapter’s Charter, change 
officers to keep the chapter going, 
complete education reports, and 
share their  knowledge and 
experiences by writing stories and 
articles for our newsletter. 

What would happen if no one 
volunteered to be an officer or staff 
member? There would be nothing 

left for us “takers” to “take.” It 
would be great if everyone could 
take their turn volunteering for a 
staff or officer position. But these 
commitments are beyond what most 
people at any given time can 

commit to. Giving something back 
to the chapter does not necessarily 
mean volunteering for a staff 
position or becoming an officer. 
There are many little things that are 
important, even critical to the 
success and even existence of a 
chapter. Consider the following, at 
least once per year. 

Volunteer to serve on a 
committee; Suggest a theme or 

place for a ride; (better yet), 
Volunteer to put a ride together; 
Participate in a chapter competition 
at the District Rally (or Region 
Rally, or Wing Ding!); Be a 
representative for the chapter and 
take a newbie under your wing 
(figuratively, of course); Submit a 
photo for the scrapbook or website; 
Write a story for the newsletter 
(doesn’t have to be motorcycle 
related); Solicit a door prize while 
you are in a Wal-Mart, HEB, 
Blockbuster Video, etc., (ask the 
manager for a gift certificate as a 
donation);  

Volunteer to lead or be a 
tailgunner for a ride; keep notes at a 
chapter meeting for inclusion in the 
next month’s newsletter (e.g., who 
won the 50/50 or door prizes or 
anything else of interest); Volunteer 
to do legwork for a chapter trip 
such as mapping the route, scouting 
out hotels and prices, etc. 

There are so many little things 
that can be done to support your 
volunteer staff, consider being a 
“giver”!                                        ☺ 

Phil and Suzanne 

The “N” Crowd 
Phil Polhemus, Assistant CD 
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Gremlins STRIKE AGAIN! (Maybe I 
need to replace my bell, since it didn't 
catch that one. Hmm...) 
Having told George and Phil to go on, 
not knowing the bike would be finished 
15 minutes after they left. They hopped 
on Preston and headed for Celina at a 
leisurely pace. Once in Celina they 
headed east on FM-455 towards Anna. 
Now I know why it’s ranked #3 on the 
Best Roads in Texas from Ride Texas 
magazine, really want to ride it all the 
way over to Montague now! Lots of 
nice easy roads with turns that just beg 
for +10-20 mph over the posted 
cornering speed. (ok really, it was +5-

10 mph because it was unfamiliar road, 
but not NEXT time! ;-) ) Lots of nice 
ranches and ranch houses up that way! 
As it turned out my usual ‘cruising 
pace’ almost helped me catch up to 
George and Phil, the waitress had just 
brought their drinks and was just 
getting ready to take their order when I 
walked in! Definitely a good place to 
start a ride of FM-455, fill up body and 
bike, then head West for a good dose of 
countryside and nice twisty road! 
Until next time…                               ☺ 

Scott 

Ride to Anna 
By Scott Polhemus 

W ell, looks like it's time for an 
article on our ride to the 
Truckstop and Diner in 

Anna. My bike overheated (red idiot 
light came on!) sitting in traffic headed 
down to meet everyone at Al Lamb’s, 
so I had the Service guys do a quick 
check for anything broken/missing. 
When I got there only George and Phil 
had made it, while we waited, hoping a 
few were running late... 45 minutes to 
an hour later, service came back and 
said nothing was wrong. Moto-



Target Fixation 

S ometimes we riders tend to 
minimize the risks we hear 
about. Take, for example, what 

every student of the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation has heard about - ‘target 
fixation’. ‘Fixating’ on something 
means not being able to take your 
attention (your eyes, for example) away 
from it. In the case of riding 
motorcycles, for example, this leads to 
t h e  ph en om en a  wh er ei n  ou r 
motorcycles tend to go in the direction 
we are looking and is usually described 
with an example familiar to all -- that if 
you see a pothole in the street ahead of 
you and don’t take your eyes off it you 
are likely to hit it. 

While that is true, it is too trivial an 
example to get  our attention 
appropriately. We are left with the 
opinion that ‘target fixation’ is of 
trivial concern because we all know 
that we can, if we try, avoid that 
pothole. 

It is insufficient to simply post the 
advice that you should avoid target 
fixation. Saying “don’t fixate” is all 
very well, but once it starts, you need a 
positive technique to get yourself out in 
one piece. So once you are in trouble, 
use target fixation to save your skin. 

Don’t look at the oncoming truck/
tree/pothole; figure out where you 
would rather be and fixate on that 
instead. In fact, those of you that have 
taken the MSF classes know that 
“target fixation” is an excellent way to 
control skids - fixate on a point dead 
ahead on the horizon, and you’ll be 
well on the way towards automatically 
correcting most skids. 
Ride Safe. 
 
Source: James Davis, www.msgroup.
org 
 

For Safety’s Sake 

F or those of us who don’t ride 
tricks or have “outrigger” 
wheels, maneuvering at parking 

lot speeds is one of the toughest parts 
about riding a 900-pound bike. The 
same applies to slow riding in traffic. 
The best way to get better at slow 
riding is the same way you get to 
Carnegie Hall - practice, practice, 
practice. The best way to practice is at 
a parking lot practice put on by our 
chapter or Chapter X. However, you 
don’t need an organized event to 
practice your skills, just find an empty 
parking lot and work on it. 

There are a few things you can do 
that will improve your stability at slow 
speeds. First, contrary to what your 
instincts tell you, don’t take your feet 
off of the pegs and use them as 
outriggers. This actually makes the 
bike less stable. The effect of your feet 
moving contributes to the wobbling of 
the bike. To maintain balance you are 
better off with your feet on the pegs 
and your knees against the tank. In fact, 
if you put most of your weight on the 
pegs and raise your body slightly off 
the seat, the bike can be leaned 
somewhat independently from your 
body. This allows much quicker 
balancing response. 

Second, resist the temptation to 
look down at the ground in front of 
your bike. You’ve all heard that the 
bike will go where you’re looking. 
Well, if you’re looking at the ground, 
where do you think the bike will go? 
Keep your head up and your eyes 
scanning the road or parking lot in the 
direction you want to go. You’ll be less 
likely to be surprised by that idiot in 
the minivan backing out of a space 
because he or she didn’t see you 
coming. 

Third, throttle control is critical. 
Throttle control can be difficult at very 
slow speeds. You don’t want the 
throttle to close or the engine to stall 
because stability is maintained only 

with propulsion. Try keeping the 
engine speed up a little and slipping the 
clutch or dragging the rear brake to 
control your speed. More precise 
control of the throttle can be achieved 
by keeping your throttle wrist below 
the level of your knuckles and 
anchoring your thumb against the 
control pod on the handlebar. 
Alternatively, open up your hand by 
putting a couple of fingers over the 
brake lever to make it more difficult to 
close the throttle. 

U-turns are an extreme example of 
tight, slow-speed maneuvering. Timing 
is very important- you want to 
approach the turn without slowing too 
soon so that you can maintain stability. 
But you don’t want to wait too long to 
brake because it makes the U-turn 
rushed and leaves you less prepared for 
making the turn. Keep your feet on the 
pegs and put most of your weight on 
the outside peg (right side in a left 
turn). Turn your head and look in the 
direction you want to exit the turn- this 
may make you look like Linda Blair in 
the Exorcist, but if you stare at the 
opposite shoulder of the road, that’s 
where you’ll go. Release the brake as 
you start the turn and roll on the 
throttle slightly to maintain momentum. 
In an extremely tight U-turn, raise your 
body off the seat and let the bike lean 
under you This will allow you to carry 
more speed without widening your 
turn, speed is what keeps the bike from 
falling. 

If you can’t go to an organized 
parking lot practice, find an empty 
parking lot and use the markings to 
gauge your progress. Start with wide 
U-turns and gradually tighten the turns. 
With practice you should be able to do 
figure-8’s no wider than two parking 
spaces and be more comfortable with 
parking lot maneuvers. 
 
Ride Safe and Smart                          ☺ 

Phil 

Rider Education 
By Phil Polhemus 
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Chapter Location Meeting Time Meeting Location Meeting Day 
Chapter B/N Garland/ 

Richardson 
6:30/7:30 PM Raymond’s Barbecue 

10920 Garland Rd., Dallas 
1st Tuesday 

Chapter F2 Fort Worth 6:30/7:30 PM Luby’s Cafeteria 
251 University Dr., Fort Worth 

1st Tuesday 

Chapter G2 Greenville 6:00/7:00 PM Ryan’s Steak House 
IH-30 & Hwy 34 , Greenville 

3rd Tuesday 

Chapter M Arlington 6:00/7:00 PM Spring Creek Barbecue 
1724 Hwy 287 at Debbie Lane, Mansfield 

1st Thursday 

Chapter P Granbury 6:00/7:00 PM Golden Corral 
1300 S Morgan (Hwy 144) Granbury 

2nd Thursday 

Chapter R D-FW 6:00/7:00 PM Fuddruckers 
2001 SR-121, Grapevine, Texas 

4th Tuesday 

Chapter U2 Keller 8:30/9:00 AM Charlie’s Restaurant 
Grapevine, Texas 

3rd Saturday 

Chapter W2 Waxahachie 6:30/7:30 PM Fire Mountain Restaurant 
1400 Hwy 77 N, Waxahachie 

3rd Thursday 

Chapter Y2 Tyler 6:00/7:00 PM Sweet Sue’s, Kermit Hwy. 
3350 S. S.W. Loop 323, Tyler 

1st Tuesday 

Chapter Z2 McKinney 6:30/7:00 PM Steak Kountry, 153 Westgate 
Shopping Center, McKinney 

4th Thursday 

Area Chapter Meetings 

Owing to the rather small attendance, 
we did not have many suggestions for rides. 
However, someone suggested an overnight 
ride to Marble Falls on April 1. More 
information was forthcoming, but I never 
received it, so I don’t know if that ride 
materialised or not. I was unable to go, this 
being the weekend I do the newsletter. 

We had scheduled a lunch ride to Anna 
on March 11, a ride to Dublin on March 18, 
and a ride to Shreveport on March 26. 

We continued the practice begun in 
February for the door prize drawings: each 
person attending receives one door prize 
ticket, with no option to buy more. That 
way, each person has an equal chance to 
win a prize. Winners have their choice of 
prizes in the order they are drawn. Raffle 
tickets were sold for the Grand Prizes. In 
the door prize drawing, Phil and Kayley 
won an iron-on Gold Wing emblem, David, 
Mike, and George won a pair of socks, 
Lindsey won a pet calendar, Scott won a 
Harley calendar, Madalyn won some 
stickers, Kayley won a book. 

Because the prize rules have changed, 
we can no longer give away cash. We had 
two grand prizes. Scott won a $25 gift 
certificate to Dallas Honda, and Mike won a 
helmet carrier. Mike and Scott donated the 
prizes to the chapter, so they will be offered 
again later. 

We had a dollar auction for a home-
made cheesecake donated by George. Each 
bid was $1, and anyone could raise the bid. 
The last bidder when time is called wins the 
item, and the total bids are donated to the 
chapter. Mike won the cheesecake. The 
auction raised $19. We will have another 
one next time. 

Thanks to everyone who attended. 
Please come again. If you missed it, please 
try to attend the next one. We want to see 
you there.                                                 ☺ 

George 

Ten B’s met at Raymond’s Barbecue on 
March 7 for the Monthly Gathering of 
Chapter B/N. Attending were Eric Flynn;  
Phil, Suzanne, and Scott Polhemus; David 
Smith, Mike Thompson, and David and 
Annette Weiland. The Weilands brought 
their grandchildren, Kayley and Lindsey. 

The meeting began with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Next, Mike introduced E.R. 
Stroud, who told the group about the Patriot 
Guard. According to their web site, the 
Patriot Guard is a diverse amalgamation of 
riders from across the nation. They have 
one thing in common besides motorcycles. 
They have an unwavering respect for those 
who risk their very lives for America’s 
freedom and security. The stated purpose of 
Patriot Guard is to ride in funerals of fallen 
American heroes as invited guests of the 
family. Membership is free. For more 
information or to join, visit their web site: 
http://www.patriotguard.org. Note that 
GWRRA makes no endorsement of the 
Patriot Guard or any similar or affiliated 
organisations. 

March Gathering 
By George Augustas 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

April 2006 

 Happy Birthday 
Faye Tolson ............................... 13 

Phil Polhemus ........................... 19 

Annette Weiland ........................ 24 

Robbie Veatch ........................... 26 

Bert Newton .............................. 29 

 Last Quarter 

 First Quarter 

☺ Full Moon 

Newsletter 
Articles Due! 

All Fools Day 

Chapter B Monthly 
Gathering at 

Raymond’s 

Barbecue 
Eat 6:30 pm 

Meet 7:30 pm 

 New Moon 

Chapter P 
Kick-off Rally 
Historic Square 

Granbury 
Leave 8:AM 

Chapter Z2 Rally 
McKinney 

Leave 8:AM 

30 

Louisiana District Rally 
Best Western Hotel Acadiana 

Lafayette, Louisiana 

Daylight Savings 
Time Begins 

0200 

� 

Good Friday 

Easter Sunday 

Chapter O2 Rally 
Riverside Park 

Brownwood, Texas 
 

Chapter AR-T 
Rally 

Ramada Inn 
Texarkana, Texas 

PAGE 5 THE  TOURING B NEWS AP RIL  2006  

Overnight Ride to 
Marble Falls 

Chapter O 
Bluebonnet Rally and Campout 

Ladybird Johnson Park, Fredericksburg 

 Happy Anniversary 
 

Paul and Clara Mehne ................ 12 

David and Annette Weiland ....... 19 

Arbor Day 
Plant a tree, a shrub, 

…or a Bush. 

San Jacinto Day 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

May 2006 

 Last Quarter 

 First Quarter 

☺ Full Moon 

 New Moon 

Texas District Rally 
Inn Of The Hills 
Kerrville, Texas 

 Happy Birthday 
Scott Polhemus .......................... 11 
Esther Lutzweiler ...................... 20 

Happy Anniversary 
Mike and Pam Thompson ............ 3 

Memorial Day 

“Visit A Chapter” 
Chapter G2 
Greenville 

Leave 5:30 PM 
Renegade Cycles 

(George) 

Chapter B Monthly 
Gathering at 

Raymond’s 

Barbecue 
Eat 6:30 pm 

Meet 7:30 pm 
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Arkansas District Rally 
Velda Rose Resort Hotel 
Hot Springs, Arkansas 

Cinco de mayo 

Mother’s Day Armed Forces Day 

Ride to Dublin 
Visit Dr. Pepper 
Bottling Plant 
Leave 9:AM 

Renegade Cycles 
(George) 

Lunch Ride to 
Paris 

(Texas) 
Leave 9:AM 

Renegade Cycles 
(Keith) 



Date Chapter Event Location Contact/E-Mail Phone 
April 6, 7, 8  Louisiana District Rally 

Wings Over The Bayou 
Best Western Hotel Acadiana 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Jere and Maurine Pyburn 
goldwing98@jam.rr.com 

318-387-1741 

April 7, 8 O Bluebonnet Campout 
and Rally 

Ladybird Johnson City Park 
Fredericksburg, Texas 

Richard Seay 
bseay@austin.rr.com 

512-894-3139 

April 15 P Kick-off Rally Granbury, Texas Jay and Sandi Pietsch 
fwsundance@ev1.net 

817-578-2305 

April 22 Z2 Lone Star Z2 Rally McKinney, Texas Lorton Trent 
lorton34@comcast.net 

972-542-4458 

April 29 O2 3rd Annual Heart of Texas 
Wings Rally 

Riverside Park 
Brownwood, Texas 

Dave and Jean Simmons 
jensim@web-access.net 

325-382-4469 

April 29 AR—T Arkansas Chapter T 
Pirate Mania Rally 

Ramada Inn 
Texarkana, Texas 

Bill and Shelly Moore 
mls7941@valornet.com 

903-547-2604 

May 11—13  Texas District Rally 
“Denim and Diamonds” 

Inn Of The Hills 
Kerrville, Texas 

Breeze and Carolyn Hoadley 
breezech@gte.net 

940-243-5237 

May 18—20  Arkansas District 
“Animal House” Rally 

Velda Rose Resort Hotel/Spa 
Hot Springs, Arkansas 

Dale and Susan Wingrove 
d_swinrow@yahoo.com 

870-845-0025 

June 17 N2 20th Birthday Bash American Legion Hall 
Humble, Texas 

Carolyn Thomsen 
wngldr98@aol.com 

281-540-2454 

July 3—6  Wing Ding XXVIII Gaylord Opryland Resort 
Nashville, Tennessee 

GWRRA 
http://www.gwrra.org 

800-843-9460 

August 2 M Moonlight Fun Run Mansfield, Texas Gary and Beverly Lewis 
garydlew@aol.com 

817-279-9804 

August 18, 19 I 3rd Annual Spirit Fest Marshall Civic Centre 
Marshall, Texas 

Ruby Seale 
rubyseale@cox-internet.com 

903-856-5153 

September 9 R Chapter R Rally TBD Gary & Alice Meyer 
thebikersmeyer@charter.net 

940-497-4818 

September 16 X Mardi Gras Rally Guth Park 
Corpus Christi, Texas 

Ron and Magaly Griffis 
rgriffis@charter.net 

361-777-3670 

November 11 M2 Chapter M2 Rally Montgomery Community Ctr 
Montgomery, Texas 

Dennis and Nancy Kwiecien 
dkwiecien@houston.rr.com 

936-273-4182 

November 11 Z 17th Annual Birthday Pasadena, Texas Kadie Shipley 
shipley633@aol.com 

281-479-1018 

This information is provided for the convenience of Chapter B members. Information is obtained from the Texas District web page and 
other sources. No guarantee is made with respect to the accuracy of any information on this page, the calendar pages, or any other page in 
this newsletter, and the staff of Chapter B shall not be liable if any information is incorrect. You are advised to verify the accuracy of this 
information prior to attending any listed event. This information subject to change without notice. Rev. 02 APR 2006. 

October 14 H Wings In The Park Annual 
Rally 

San Antonio, Texas Charles Fleming 
cfleming1@satx.rr.com 

210-682-1446 

Coming Events 
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Former Chapter Directors, CA1V 
Former Member Enhancement Directors, Region G 
Former Senior District Directors, California 
Former Regional Directors, Region F 
Former Trike SIG Reps, California 
Former Trike SIG Reps, Region F 
48 States in 48 Days (1986) 
4 Corners Tour in 9 Days (1998) 
Survived Dempster Hwy to Inuvik, NWT(1991) 
3 Flags Classic (1991) (1995) 
2002 Black Gl1800 w/Lehman conversion 
600,000 Accident Free Miles 
Former member GWRRA Event Management Team  

For Sale....2002 GL1800 w/ Lehman conversion. 
Color: Black. 62,000 miles. Lots of extras to include trailer 
hitch, wind wings, chrome frame covers, trunk rack, two 
covers, drink holders for rider and co-rider, driving lights, 
hook ups for GPS and cell phone, highway pegs, factory CB 
and radio. Asking $24,500. Contact Ron Tolson at 
rontolson@aol.com or call 972-298-7423. E-mail me for 
pictures. 
Ron & Fay Tolson 
Former Safety Officers, CA1T 
Former COY's, Chapter CA1V 

http://www.gwrra.org


Is that why you didn’t go with us 
George? If you had, perhaps your 
opinion of Mexican food would 
change. The Jalapeno Tree is worthy of 
another visit. And they are located in 
about 6 –8 other towns. If you want to 
go with us sometime, I’ll buy your 
lunch George. As a fellow Tennessean, 
I know the kind of food you enjoyed as 
a youth, and since you are younger than 
me, I predict you can change your 
mind. 

Following a leisurely lunch, Mike 
and Robbie took the fast track home (I-
20), and Bob and Ester, Keith and 
Leslie, and Annette and I took the 
scenic route. Robbie had to go to work 
that night and needed rest, and Mike 
wanted to escape the spanking he 
would have gotten if he hadn’t got 
home early. Pam, did he make it in 

time? 
We traveled a route that we’ve 

never been on before and it was great. I 
had mapped out a route on my GPS 
that worked out just right. There were 
so many turns that I wouldn’t have 
been able to remember them on my 
own. Did you ever think that the 
essence of Cow Manure would be 
welcome while riding through the 
country? It is. Try it sometime. Dust off 
your scooter and ride with us. Or sell it 
and play bingo. Just do something! 

It was a great day and I want to do 
it again. And I will. 

David Weiland 

I ’ll explain the Title later. 
This past Sunday, five 

motorcycles and eight persons 
journeyed to Marshall, Texas for lunch. 
Robbie, Mike, Bob and Ester, plus 
Keith and Leslie left Renegade Cycles 
at 9:00 AM. Annette and I met them in 
Wills Point to continue the trip along 
Highway 80 to Marshall, Texas. It was 
a perfect day for a ride—weather, 
scenery, and fragrance of spring, joy of 
riding a scooter, plus interesting and 
often humorous banter on the CB. We 
really should record some of Mike 
Thompson’s observations! (But whom 
would we allow to listen?) 

We arrived in Marshall and ate at 
The Jalapeno Tree Restaurant. While 
on the way in the restaurant, Mike 
commented that George once said that 
“good Mexican food” is an oxymoron. 

GEORGE, THERE REALLY IS GOOD MEXICAN FOOD! 
By David Weiland 

PAGE 8 THE  TOURING B NEWS AP RIL  2006  

 
 
Nothing that you had to swipe or punch in some amount, 
Remember when the cashier person really had to count? 
The milkman used to go from door to door, 
And it was just a few cents more than going to the store. 
There was a time when mailed letters came right to your door, 
Without a lot of junk mail ads sent out by every store. 
The mailman knew each house by name and knew where it was sent; 
There were not loads of mail addressed to “present occupant.” 
There was a time when just one glance was all that it would take, 
And you would know the kind of car, the model and the make. 
They didn't look like turtles trying to squeeze out every mile; 
They were streamlined, white walls, fins, and really had some style. 
One time the music that you played whenever you would jive, 
Was from a vinyl, big-holed record called a forty-five. 
The record player had a post to keep them all in line, 
And then the records would drop down and play one at a time. 
Oh sure, we had our problems then, just like we do today, 
And always we were striving, trying for a better way. 
Oh, the simple life we lived still seems like so much fun, 
How can you explain a game, just kick the can and run? 
And why would boys put baseball cards between bicycle spokes, 
And for a nickel red machines had little bottled Cokes? 
This life seemed so much easier and slower in some ways, 
I love the new technology but I sure miss those days. 
So time moves on and so do we, and nothing stays the same, 
But I sure love to reminisce and walk down memory lane. 
 
Submitted by Bob Brandon 
(via e-mail) 

MEMORIES 
A little house with three bedrooms and one car on the street, 
A mower that you had to push to make the grass look neat. 
In the kitchen on the wall we only had one phone, 
And no need for recording things, someone was always home. 
We only had a living room where we would congregate, 
Unless it was at mealtime in the kitchen where we ate. 
We had no need for family rooms or extra rooms to dine, 
When meeting as a family those two rooms would work out fine. 
We only had one TV set, and channels maybe two, 
But always there was one of them with something worth the view. 
For snacks we had potato chips that tasted like a chip, 
And if you wanted flavor there was Lipton's onion dip. 
Store-bought snacks were rare because my mother liked to cook, 
And nothing can compare to snacks in Betty Crocker's book. 
Weekends were for family trips or staying home to play, 
We all did things together -- even go to church to pray. 
When we did our weekend trips depending on the weather, 
No one stayed at home because we liked to be together. 
Sometimes we would separate to do things on our own, 
But we knew where the others were without our own cell phone. 
Then there were the movies with your favorite movie star, 
And nothing can compare to watching movies in your car. 
Then there were the picnics at the peak of summer season, 
Pack a lunch and find some trees and never need a reason. 
Get a baseball game together with all the friends you know, 
Have real action playing ball -- and no game video. 
Remember when the doctor used to be the family friend, 
And didn't need insurance or a lawyer to defend? 
The way that he took care of you or what he had to do, 
Because he took an oath and strived to do the best for you. 
Remember going to the store and shopping casually, 
And when you went to pay for it you used your own money? 
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