
BITS AND PIECES 

�  any thanks to 
Robbie and Nancy 
for hosting the 

Christmas party. The party 
was well attended and lots 
of fun. We had a really good 
time. 

I have been updating my 
old, slow computer. I put 
Windows XP on it, and now 
it runs better and does not 
crash anymore. I also have a 
DSL Internet connection. 
It’s hard to believe that it is 
the same old computer. I 
feel as if I have progressed 
out of the Dark Ages. 

My driver’s licence 
came up for renewal this 
month, and I was pleasantly 
surprised to discover that I 
could renew it online. That 
avoids a trip to the DPS 
office, having to wait in 
queue, have a new picture 
made, etc. It was easy, too. 
They charge an extra $1. 
You can even renew your 
vehicle registration on line, 
but they charge an extra $3 
for that. 

Beginning this month, 
we are gathering at Spring 
Creek Barbecue the second 
Tuesday of every month at 
7:00PM. We will try this for 
a while and see how it 
works. Please tell the staff 
what you think of the new 
location. We want to give 
this place a fair trial, but we 
will make adjustments if it 
does not work out as we 
hope it will. Unless 

announced otherwise, 
scheduled rides will also 
leave from this location. 

Scott and I attended the 
Mid-Winter Round-up 
January 6 at Inn Of The 
Hills, Kerrville, Texas. This 
event replaced the Texas 
District Staff Meeting that 
was previously held in 
January. We got some good 
information that we hope 
will enable us to serve you 
better. The format was well 
r ece i ved ,  and  J o hn 
Simonick says that they will 
probably do it the same way 
next year. 

Please make your plans 
to attend the Region H rally 
in Marshall, Texas. A rally 
flyer is on pages 9 and 10. 
Also, make your reservation 
in Wichita Falls for the  
Texas District Rally. That is 
a good place to have the 
rally, and it is not too far 
away. It is just a pleasant 
ride there. A form is on 
page 11. Please attend and 
help us make a good 
showing for Chapter B at 
these events. Also, check 
the Coming Events list on 
page 7 for other events that 
may be of interest to you. 
Don’t forget Wing Ding 29 
at Billings, Montana. If you 
are planning to attend, book 
your rooms quickly, as the 
room availability gets scarce 
rather quickly. See Wing 
World or visit www.gwrra.
org for more information. 

January Events: 

We will have the Annual 
James Bolin Chilli Campout 
in memory of James Bolin 
at Grandpappy’s point at 
Lake Texoma on January 20 
and 21. For those who may 
not know, James Bolin was 
a former chapter director of 
Chapter B. He held an 
annual chilli campout and 
Christmas Tree burning at 
Grandpappy’s Point every 
January. James was very en-
thusiastic about riding. He 
liked to ride almost 
anywhere. James died in 
August of 2003. We hold 
the campout each year in his 
me mo r y .  F o r  mo re 
information, e-mail Nancy 
Veatch at rnveatch99@  
aol.com or nveatch@ 
quantumrelocation.com, or 
phone 972-613-7080, and 
let Nancy know if you will 
be attending and what you 
would like to bring. You 
can go up for the day on 
Saturday if you don’t want 
to camp. For camping 
reservations, phone 888-
8 5 5 -1 97 2  fo r  mo re 
information about Grand-
pappy’s Point. 

Happy Birthday to Terry 
Ashmore, Leslie Pettibone, 
Wendy Newton, Bob Erwin, 
Nancy Veatch, and Don 
Pierce. 

That is about all I have 
for now. Until next time, 
ride safely, and keep the 
shiny side up and the rubber 
side down.                         �  
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· Chapter B meets the 
Second Tuesday of every 
month at Spring Creek 
Barbecue, 3335 N. George 
Bush Hwy, Garland. Eat at 
6:30 PM, meet at 7:00 PM. 

· All Chapter B Scheduled 
Rides depart from Spring 
Creek Barbecue, 3335 N. 
Ge or ge  Bush  Hw y , 
Garland, unless announced 
otherwise. CB Communi-
cations are on Channel 1. 

“Friends for Fun, Safety, and Knowledge” 
Visit the Chapter B Web Page at http://www.chapterb.org/ 
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equipment on them, they need to 
be in the middle of the pack or 
they can out-ride which is not a 
bad thing. Remember anyone 
can out-ride from the group. Just 
let someone in the group know 
what you are going to do, so the 
rest of the group will be at ease. 

As we go into the New Year, 
we need to check our bikes more 
often due to the fact; we don’t 
ride them as much. Keep that 
battery tender on the bike when 
you don’t plan to ride for a 
while. When you do get ready to 
ride, do a complete inspection of 
the bike the day before. This will 
help you take care of anything 
that might come up rather then 
the day of the ride. 

Don’t forget the change in 
meeting day and location. We’ll 
be meeting on the second 

Tuesday of the month at the 
Spring Creek Bar-B-Q on the SE 
corner of Hwy. 190 (George 
Bush toll road) and Hwy. 78, in 
Garland. 

I hope the New Year brings 
many miles of safe riding and 
good times for all of us. Never 
stop practicing the safe riding 
habits that we have acquired 
over the years. 

Hope Santa was good to 
everyone and you had an 
enjoyable (and safe) New Years 
celebration. 

May the best of your last year 
be the worst of your year to 
come! 
 
Best wishes,                              �  
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�  i Gang: 
I can’t believe we are 
already into the New 

Year (2007). We have had a lot 
of things happen this past year; 
some were a lot of fun, and some 
we just had to get through. This 
next year holds new promises 
and new surprises. 

I understand that the 
Christmas Party was great. My 
family had another commitment 
and was unable to attend, but I 
heard that Nancy, Robbie and 
everyone else involved in 
putting it together deserved a 
Job Well Done. 

We have a few new 
motorcycles in our chapter and 
this needs to be addressed when 
we are group riding. Because 
most sport bikes and cruisers 
don’t have communications 
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motorcycle owners.  
How do GWRRA Chapters differ 

from Motorcycle Clubs? 
· Officers appointed by District, 

District by Region, etc. 
· No elections to polarize members 

· No “Roberts Rules of Order” type 
meetings 

· No chapter dues 

· No expected attendance or 
performance requirements 

· No political or religious agendas 

· No mandated uniforms or “colors” 
for members 

· You’re a Member of GWRRA; 
you can participate with any and 
all GWRRA Chapters 

Maybe you’re just getting into 

motorcycle touring. Or just getting 
back to it after many years’ absence. 
Maybe you’ve been a short distance, 
around town rider and now want to ride 
cross-state or cross country. Here’s 
where to be, with riders like yourself, 
friends you can ride with.                    �  
The preceding article was taken from 
the Oklahoma District Web Site. Editor 

Fun Facts: The odometer was invented 
in 27 BC by a Roman named Vitruvius. 
Chariot wheels made 400 revolutions in 
a Roman mile (5000 feet). Vitruvius 
fastened a 400-tooth cogwheel to the 
underside of his chariot. A pin on the 
chariot wheel advanced the cogwheel 
one tooth with each revolution. At one-
mile intervals, the cogwheel dropped a 
stone (calculus) into a box. The number 
of stones in the box determined the 
number of miles travelled.                   �  

To The GWRRA Chapter Directors and 
Staff: 
“Members are the purpose of our work. 
They are not interruptions to it. The 
same is true of staff members who seek 
our assistance in serving the 
membership. We are all part of the 
same team, working toward the same 
goals. We take personal responsibility 
to ensure that all members, potential 
members, and co-workers receive a 
timely, efficient, and courteous 
response to their needs. We take pride 
in our work, pledge to do what we 
believe is right, and fix things that go 
wrong.” —Region H 

Established in 1977, the Gold Wing 
Road Riders Association provides an 
atmosphere for fun, safety, and 
knowledge to Gold Wing and Valkyrie 
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simply a matter of what end of 
the spectrum that we prepare 
against. This summer we 
worried about heat and 
dehydration; now we need to 
prepare against cold and 
hypothermia. 

Hypothermia is a lower-than-
normal body temperature. That’s 
fine, but what does it really 
mean? Basically, as your body 
loses heat, its starts to 
malfunction. Do your hands 
work as well when they’re cold 
and numb? Your brain suffers 
the same problem in the cold. As 
you get cold, you lose the ability 
to concentrate and react to 
changing conditions. This can be 
fatal on a motorcycle. 

H o w  d o  w e  a v o i d 
hypothermia?? 

1) Don’t ride! Know your 
limits; don’t ride if its too cold. 
If you’re riding and you start to 
get cold, pull off, stop for a cup 
of coffee, rest your mind and 
your body someplace warm until 
you can continue. If your hands 
and mind are numb from the 
cold, are your reactions quick 
enough to save your life? If you 
have to ask, then pull over and 
warm up!! 

2) Dress appropriately. This 
can mean super-thick insulated 
gloves and electric clothing, or it 
can simply mean wearing 
multiple layers for insulation. A 
pair of thermal underwear or silk 
liners for that lighter pair of 

gloves can make all the 
difference in the world. (TRUST 
ME!) 

The idea is to wear multiple 
layers of clothing. In this way, 
you can add layers to keep warm 
or remove layers if you get 
overly warm. Wear multiple thin 
layers as opposed to one heavy 
layer, and the layers should fit 
loosely. A windproof outer layer 
is ideal to prevent the wind from 
chilling you. The idea is 
insulation, combined with 
protection from the wind blast of 
riding at highway speeds. The 
better your insulation and 
protection from the wind, the 
less heat you lose, thus reducing 
your risk of hypothermia. 

Remember that we ride as a 
group. If you’re cold, let us 
know so we can stop and let you 
put on additional layers. To do 
anything else is unsafe. Even if 
you don’t have the needed gear 
on a ride, sing out. Someone in 
the group will most likely have 
additional gloves or liners or a 
sweatshirt to get you to where 
you’re going safely. That’s the 
bottom line; safety. As an 
individual and as a group, we 
need to be prepared for colder 
weather. It may seem silly, but 
go ahead and put that sweatshirt 
or heavier set in gloves in the 
bike. You (or someone else) may 
need it down the road.              �  


�����

�  hether it was heading 
off to a Rally or 
enjoying this Texas 

weather, I hope everyone ended 
their fall right. Yes, that’s right, 
fall’s over. Exposure is a 
concern, no matter the season. 
While it’s typical to worry about 
this in July as you plot a route 
across the desert, we need to 
start thinking about the other end 
of the spectrum, which can be 
just as dangerous. 

As we taper out of summer 
into fall and winter, everyone 
should start thinking about cold 
weather gear. Diversity is a 
luxury that we enjoy here in 
Texas, where we can go from 
one climate to another very 
quickly. The dangerous part of 
this is that we can go from one 
climate to another very 
quickly… Did you all get that?? 
So you take off for a nice ride in 
the afternoon one Saturday in 
November. Do you have your 
cold weather gear? You’re 
gonna need it—even if it’s 70 
degrees along the Gulf coast, it 
may be snowing in the 
Panhandle. Are your ‘omigosh 
its cold’ gloves in the side bag, 
or they still at home in the closet 
making room for that trip to 
Phoenix back in July? How 
about that electric vest or 
snowmobile suit or thermal 
underwear? Exposure should be 
a concern to each of us, no 
matter the time of year; its 
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Chapter Location Meeting Time Meeting Location Meeting Day 

Chapter B Garland/ 
Richardson 

6:30/7:00 PM Spring Creek Barbecue 
3335 N. George Bush Hwy., Garland 

2nd Tuesday 

Chapter F2 Fort Worth 6:30/7:30 PM Luby’s Cafeteria 
251 University Dr., Fort Worth 

1st Tuesday 

Chapter G2 Greenville 6:00/7:00 PM Ryan’s Steak House 
IH-30 & Hwy 34 , Greenville 

3rd Tuesday 

Chapter M Arlington 6:00/7:00 PM Spring Creek Barbecue 
1724 Hwy 287 at Debbie Lane, Mansfield 

1st Thursday 

Chapter P Granbury 6:00/7:00 PM Golden Corral 
1300 S Morgan (Hwy 144) Granbury 

2nd Thursday 

Chapter R D-FW 6:00/7:00 PM Fuddruckers 
2001 SR-121, Grapevine, Texas 

4th Tuesday 

Chapter U2 Keller 8:30/9:00 AM Charlie’s Restaurant 
Grapevine, Texas 

3rd Saturday 

Chapter W2 Waxahachie 6:30/7:30 PM Fire Mountain Restaurant 
1400 Hwy 77 N, Waxahachie 

3rd Thursday 

Chapter Y2 Tyler 6:00/7:00 PM Sweet Sue’s, Kermit Hwy. 
3350 S. S.W. Loop 323, Tyler 

1st Tuesday 

Chapter Z2 McKinney 6:30/7:00 PM Steak Kountry, 153 Westgate 
Shopping Center, McKinney 

4th Thursday 

Area Chapter Meetings 

change is being made to try to have 
the gathering place closer to where 
the membership resides. We will try 
it for a while and see how it works. 

We discussed the North Texas 
Toy Run and the Christmas Party. It 
was decided to have the Christmas 
Party on December 9. This is the 
same day as the toy run, but if you 
want to go on the toy run, you can 
be back in plenty of time to attend 
the Christmas party. 

We had planned a New Year’s 
Day party at the Polhemuses, but 
their place is not ready, so we will 
have a New Year’s Day ride instead. 

In the door prize drawing, Ron 
won a cheese shaker; Phil won a 
calendar; Fay won some soap; Scott 
won a calendar; and Ray won a 
lotion applicator. 

In the raffle drawing, Scott won a 
Wal-Mart gift card valued at $25. 
The cake auction for a homemade 
chocolate cheesecake was won by 
Tom, who sold it to Ron. I intend to 
have a cake each time. It may not be 
the same kind each time, but if you 
would like to be in on it, you have to 
attend our Gatherings. 

Nancy Veatch has graciously 
offered to host the Christmas Party 
at her home again. We will have the 
Christmas Party on December 9 at 
six o’clock. Thanks, Nancy. 

Thanks to everyone who 
attended. Please come again. If you 
missed it, please try to attend the 
next one. We want to see you there.
                                                      �  

�������  

�  even B’s and one guest met at 
Raymond’s Barbecue on 
December 5 for the Monthly 

Gathering of Chapter B. Attending 
were Chapter B members Tom 
Fletcher, Phil and Scott Polhemus, 
Ray Shields, Ron and Fay Tolson, 
and myself. Also present were Mark 
Green, guest of Ray. 

The meeting began with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

We are now officially known as 
Chapter B again. Chapter N will be 
suspended until there is renewed 
interest in re-establishing it as an 
independent chapter. 

I announced that this would be 
our last Gathering at Raymond’s 
Barbecue. Beginning in January, we 
would be gathering at the Spring 
Creek Barbecue in Garland. This 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

January 2007 

�  Last Quarter 

�  First Quarter 

�  Full Moon 

�  New Moon 

Newsletter 
Articles Due! 

 ���������	
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Terri Ashmore ...............................2 
Leslie Pettibone .............................6 
Wendy Newton ............................19 
Bob Erwin ...................................24 
George Augustas .........................24 
Nancy Veatch ..............................25 
Don Pierce ...................................30 

New Year’s Day 

Lunch Ride to 
Black-Eyed Pea 
Leave 11:00AM 
(Spring Creek) 

Mid-Winter 
Round-Up 

Inn Of The Hills 
Kerrville, Texas 

Everyone 
Welcome! 

Chapter B Monthly 
Gathering at 
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Eat 6:30 pm 
Meet 7:30 pm 

Martin Luther 
King Jr. Birthday 

Benjamin Franklin 
Birthday 

Chapter B 
Staff Meeting 

Spring Creek BBQ 
6:30PM 
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James Bolin 
Annual Campout 

Grandpappy’s 
Point 

Lake Texoma 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28    

February 2007 

�  Last Quarter 

�  First Quarter 

�  Full Moon 

�  New Moon 

Newsletter 
Articles Due! 

 �������
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Bert and Wendy Newton ...............9 
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John Drumm ................................. 9 

Jay Perkins .................................. 15 

Pam Thompson ........................... 28 

Groundhog Day 

Chapter B 
Staff Meeting 

Spring Creek BBQ 
6:30PM 

Chapter B Monthly 
Gathering at 
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Eat 6:30 pm 
Meet 7:30 pm 

Valentine’s Day Lincoln’s Birthday 

Washington’s Birthday 

Chapter V 
Annual Birthday 

Rally 
Harlingen, Texas 

Shrove Tuesday 
(Mardi Gras) 

Ash Wednesday 

John Glenn 
1st Earth Orbit (1962) 
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Date Chapter Event Location Contact/E-Mail Phone 

2007 
January 6 

HHHH Mid-Winter Round-Up 
Everyone Welcome! 

Inn Of The Hills (800-292-5690) 
Kerrville, Texas 

John Simonick 
TexasDD@gwrra.org 

210-497-0447 

February 10 V 6th Annual Birthday Rally Wesley United Methodist Ch 
Harlingen, Texas 

Don Pair 956-425-3549 

March 3 S 4th Annual Armadillo 
Roundup 

Montgomery Community Ctr 
Montgomery, Texas 

Eric & Toppy Swaim 
ejswaim@yahoo.com 

979-826-9463 

March 17 X2 8th Annual Birthday Party Bear Creek Park 
Houston, Texas 

Jim & Fran Rigell 
jrigell@sbcglobal.net 

713-983-0696 

March 22-24 HHHH Region H Rally Civic Center Complex 
Marshall, Texas 

Cliff and Donna Miller 
hdirector@region-h.org 

405-949-1748 

March 31 J 21st Annual Fools Run Winnie Community Center 
Winnie, Texas 

Gary & Glenda Wagner 
gwagner@gt.rr.com 

409-769-4328 

April 12-14 HHHH Louisiana District Rally Holiday Inn Holidrome 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Jere and Maurine Pyburn 
goldwing98@jam.rr.com 

318-387-1741 

April 13, 14 O Bluebonnet Campout & 
Rally 

Lady Bird Johnson Park 
Fredericksburg, Texas 

Richard Seay 
bseay@austin.rr.com 

512-894-3139 

April 28 O2 Heart of Texas Rally Riverside Park 
Brownwood, Texas 

Dave and Jean Simmons 
jensim@web-access.net 

325-382-4469 

April 28 V2 Rally By The Lake Brackenridge Plantation 
Lake Texana, Texas 

Alyce Hartman 
dearwing@cox-internet.com 

361-573-6529 

May 10-12 HHHH Arkansas District Rally Velda Rose Resort Hotel 
Hot Springs, Arkansas 

Dale and Carolyn Frieden 
dale1940@centurytel.net 

479-229-3370 

May 17-19 HHHH Texas District Rally 
Riding With The Stars 

MPEC 
Wichita Falls, Texas 

John Simonick 
TexasDD@gwrra-tx.org 

210-497-0447 

October 4-6 HHHH Oklahoma District Rally Payne County Expo. 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 

Rick & Robin Greninger  

      

This information is provided for the convenience of Chapter B members. Information is obtained from the Texas District web page and 
various sources. No warrantee is made with respect to the accuracy of any information on this page, the calendar pages, or any other page 
in this newsletter, and the staff of Chapter B shall not be liable if any information is incorrect. You are advised to verify the accuracy of 
this information prior to attending any listed event. This information subject to change without notice. Rev. 02 JAN 2007. 

July 4-7 HHHH Wing Ding 29 
Wingin’ West 

Metra Park 
Billing, Montana 

http://www.gwrra.org 800-843-9460 
623-581-2500 

August 10-11 I Chapter I Rally Marshall Civic Centre 
Marshall, Texas 

Lloyd & Bonnie Curry 
lcurry9637@aol.com 

903-938-1408 

September 
21-23 

HHHH Kansas District Rally TBA   
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She was right about one 
thing. GWRRA folks are a 
diverse group of people. During 
a chapter gathering I ask 
members a simple question. 
“What do you do for a living?” 
I’ve learned that we have 
m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l s , 
housekeepers, writers, airline 
i n d u s t r y  e m p l o y e e s , 
storeowners, artists, law 
enforcement officers, retired bus 
drivers, truck drivers, computer 
geeks. Retired military, lawyers, 
waste management workers, 
welders, and plumbers. I got the 
answers that confirmed what I 
already knew. We at GWRRA 
are indeed a diverse group of 
people! 

Many folks come and go to 
gatherings so why did this 
encounter with this lady keep 
popping up in my head? The 
answer was simple. Twelve 
years ago I stood in the exact 
spot she described. Her words 
about GWRRA could have been 
a recording of what I said to my 
husband, including the “well… 
they dress funny… leather and 
all part”. I felt so strongly about 
those motorcycle folks that I also 
stated that one half of this couple 
wasn’t going back in there where 
strangers hugged on me! (Never 
guess which half right??) It 
wasn’t until I met this lady that I 
realized what we would have 
missed had we not gone back 
and “Stayed A Spell” with 
GWRRA. (Our name was on a 
very persistent phone tree 
caller’s list, so yes, phone trees 

work.) We would have missed 
jokesters and serious folks, folks 
we laugh with and folks with 
whom we cry. We would have 
missed riding over the river, and 
through the woods where snow 
lay on the ground, as well as 
desert flowers and beautiful 
distant rainbows. Our traditional 
New Years Day ride as well as 
long journeys through country 
vineyards, pie rides, and buffet 
dinner runs would be but a few 
of the good times we would have 
missed! Had we not stayed in 
GWRRA we would have never 
shared breathless early sunrises 
as well as beautiful Texas 
sunsets with these “different” 
folks. It was all the folks, the 
h o u s e k e e p e r s ,  w r i t e r s , 
storeowners, retired bus drivers, 
hairdressers, real estate agents, 
airline employees… it was all 
those folks, those well… you 
know… folks in leather and all, 
and all they bring to our 
“family” that we would have 
missed had we not “Stayed A 
Spell” and gotten to know them. 

So folks – yes all of us well... 
you know folks... folks who 
wear leather and all folks, it is 
up to us to let visitors know what 
they will miss. Make them 
welcome, ask them to “Come 
On In and Stay A Spell”!       �  

�	
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�  embership can be a 
challenge to each 
chapter. Ever wonder 

why some new visitors only 
attend one gathering, never to be 
heard from again? Read on. You 
will better understand that if they 
don’t, “Come On In and Stay 
A Spell” they won’t know what 
they are missing: 

Recently I met someone that 
looked vaguely familiar. After a 
bit of time passed I thought that I 
knew her from GWRRA 
gatherings. When I asked if that 
was where I remembered 
meeting her, she said, “Yes, they 
had gone to one of the 
gatherings and not that she was 
better than all those folks, but… 
well, you know… they wear 
those leather clothes, and… they 
are so different you know, some 
of the folks there were... well, 
you know.” 

She was sure that the people 
there were nice and she 
acknowledged that all kinds of 
people rode bikes. People there 
had honorable professions, but… 
well; you know they are so 
different; after all they dress 
funny… that leather stuff and 
all. I explained that the leather 
stuff, “and all” was a matter of 
safety and I for one have become 
a much better auto driver after 
attending education seminars 
with GWRRA. She said she 
understood, but… well, you 
know. Realizing that GWRRA 
isn’t for everyone, we exchanged 
a few more pleasantries and 
went our separate ways. 
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