
BITS AND PIECES 

I  was very sorry to hear 
that Annette Weiland’s 
sister passed away last 

Friday, September 29. My 
sincere condolences go to 
Annette and David and their 
family. 

Terry Barton of Chapter 
R also passed away last 
Friday. There will be a 
“Celebration of Life” ride in 
T er r y’ s  m em or y on 
Saturday, October 7. The 
ride will depart from 
Lowe’s in Southlake at 
10:45 PM. The ride will 
stop at the Hillsboro Outlet 
Mall at 12:45 PM, then 
proceed to Dawson for a 
memorial service. We are 
planning to ride to Hillsboro 
at 10:00, have lunch, then 
join the ride to Dawson. 
Wear chapter colours. 

I always tell (computer) 
users to save (your) work 
often. Unfortunately, I don’t 
always practise what I 
preach, and my computer 
froze up. As a result, I had 
to do this newsletter twice. 
Lesson learned. 

The ride to Justin was 
rained out. However, 
nobody has been showing 
up for rides lately. If we are 
not doing the kinds of rides 
that you would like, please 
let us know. If we are, then 
we hope more of you will 
try to go on some rides. 

Our next planned ride 
will be Saturday, October 14, 
to Halloween Screams. This 
is an evening ride. The ride 
will leave from Renegade 
Cycles at 6:00 PM. There 
will be a dinner stop along 
the way at the Cracker 
Barrel. Scott is leading the 
ride. This ride is by request. 

There will be a lunch 
ride to The Shed in Edom 
on Sunday, October 15. We 
will depart from Renegade 
Cycles at 10:00 AM. 

On Sunday, October 29, 
we will have a lunch ride to 
Glen Rose. We will depart 
from Renegade Cycles at 
9:00 AM. Many of you have 
requested more Sunday 
rides, so if that includes 
you, this is your chance. 

Saturday, November 4, 
we have a lunch ride to The 
Koffee Kup Restaurant in 
Hico. I have not eaten there 
but I have heard that it is 
really good. We will leave 
from Renegade Cycles at 
10:00 AM. 

October 21 is the 
Chapter T T-Fest Rally in 
Killeen. See the flyer on 
page 8. 

The Texas District is 
having an Education Day, 
Saturday, November 4, at 
Angelina College in Lufkin. 
See the flyer on page 9 for 
more information. You will 
need to sign up early if you 

are interested, as they do not 
have many slots available. 
This promises to be an 
annual event. 

We are planning a ride 
to Marshall to view the 
Christmas lights. This will 
be an overnight ride due to 
the distance involved, plus 
the fact that we will want to 
see the lights at night. The 
dates being considered are 
November 25, December 2, 
and December 9. If you 
have a preference, please let 
me or Phil know which day 
you prefer. This ride is also 
a requested ride. 

T h e  In t er n a t i on a l 
Motorcycle Show will be 
returning to the Fort Worth 
Convention Centre in 
November. The dates and 
times are: November 17, 
4:00 PM till 9:00 PM; 
November 18, 10:00 AM till 
9:00 PM; and November 19, 
10:00 AM till 5:00 PM. 

Happy Birthday to Keith 
Issitt, David Smith, and 
Roberta Fletcher, and 
Happy Anniversary to 
Robby and Nancy Veatch 
and Dan and Sherley 
Engleman. 

That is about all I have 
for now. Until next time, 
ride safely, and keep the 
shiny side up and the rubber 
side down.                        ☺ 
—George 
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recommend 20 to 25 pounds 
maximum unsprung weight out the 
back of the bike. I, myself became a 
recent convert to this system during 
Wing Ding, when I had an 
opportunity to compare about a dozen 
or so different systems. I found that, 
with a little judicious selection and 
packing, the bags will hold about a 
week’s worth of clothes for both of 
us in the extra bag and still come in 
weighing about 20 pounds. Hey, this 
is an 836 lb.  two-wheeled 
motorcycle, not a 2-½ ton 4WD 
Chevy Suburban! 

Ride Planning Meeting 
On 19 September, we had our 

Ride Planning meeting at the 
Cheddars Restaurant on Greenville at 
LBJ. As always, there was more good 
food than could be eaten. George led 
the discussions, with Tom Fletcher, 
Phil Polhemus, Suzanne Polhemus 
and Scott Polhemus providing ideas, 
suggestions, distractions, and moral 
support. The Rides, scheduled for the 
remainder of 2006, will shortly be 
posted to the “Events Calendar” and 
be updated and modified as we go 
forward. Remember, it is but a ride 
schedule in the works and, without 
rider/participant participation, it is 
nothing but a list of dates. 

Let’s be safe out there.                  ☺ 
 
 

Fire at Plastics 
Molder to Delay 2006 

& 2007 Gold Wing 
Production 

A  huge fire broke out at the 
Tecumseh, Ont., plant of 
injection molder and 

thermoformer QM Plastics on July 23 
shutting down the facility and forcing 
the evacuation of nearby residents. 

The fire, which is estimated to 

have caused millions of dollars in 
damage, started at approximately 
10PM apparently in an injection 
molding machine and burned for 20 
hours -- almost one full day. 

No employees were injured 
during the fire. 

Residents have since been 
allowed to return to their homes, but 
have been told to avoid breathing 
outside air feared to be toxic. 

Fire inspectors weren’t able to get 
into the remains of the building until 
Tuesday, July 25. 

The Tecumseh plant (near 
Detroit) builds plastic parts for Gold 
Wing motorcycles and all-terrain 
vehicles (ATVs) assembled at the 
Honda of Marysville, Ohio, (near 
Columbus) and at the South Carolina 
M a n u f a c t u r i n g  p l a n t  i n 
Timmonsville, S. C., (east of 
Columbia). 

Officials from Honda are also 
inspecting the damage. “We do have 
a team there right now,” said Dane 
Espenschied, assistant vice president 
and plant manager at Honda’s 
Timmonsville plant. 

“They’ve been there since 
Monday morning to assess things, 
and we’re getting reports from them 
every couple of hours. Our plan is to 
continue operating.” 

QM Plastics has five North 
American facilities: three in the 
Windsor area; one located in 
Melvindale,Mich.; and one in 
Orangeburg, S.C. 

This newsletter has been told 
that what’s left of the 2006 Gold 
Wing product ion schedule 
probably cannot be completed, and 
2007 Gold Wing production will be 
delayed. 

Ride safe,                                           ☺ 

—Phil & Suzanne 

W ith October’s arrival, we 
start the final segment of 
the 2006 riding season, and 

I find it necessary to climb up on my 
safety soapbox again! Throughout the 
summer riding season, I’ve seen more 
and more GL-1800’s on the road and 
rightfully so. As so many GL1200s 
and GL-1500s have aged into 
retirement, the 1800 has grown with 
the GWRRA family. If I had any one 
gripe about the bike since passing 
down my “old” GL-1200 SE, it is that 
the bike has slightly smaller side bags 
and top trunk. Even though you can 
usually pack your bag / trunk liner 
bags to a reasonable capacity, they 
are reluctant to fit into their 
respective baggage holds. This 
problem usually occurs only on trips 
of more than a couple of days. 

Even though I own one, I (and 
apparently many other Gold Wing 
riders) am not that fond of the idea of 
trailers for what they usually do to 
affect handling, extra maintenance, 
and storage when not in use, etc. This 
has led to my observation of many 
variations of the trailer hitch cooler 
racks that surfaced a few years ago 
and appear to have grown to a certain 
degree of popularity. This is where I 
see a potential problem. Some people 
think, “If it fits on the bike, it’s OK to 
use.” I have seen racks with carry 
boxes attached that rival the size of 
old steamer trunks bolted on the back 
end of bikes. This has made me 
wonder how the front wheel of the 
bike even stayed on the ground! 
Then, the rider boasted about the 
contents of the box hovering around 
50 to 75 pounds! Now wait a minute, 
guy. How necessary is all that stuff? 
Don’t jeopardize your safety as well 
as your co-rider’s (if she’ll ride with 
you) by making your bike that 
unsafe. The basic idea is terrific, but 
listen to the manufacturers of the tail 
racks made FOR Gold Wings. They 

Assistant Chapter Directors 
Phil and Suzanne Polhemus 
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uneven paving that bounces 
the bike around. 

To make matters worse, 
more than a few drivers in the 
right lane are wandering over 
the white line partially into 
your lane, and you notice the 
lane gets even narrower 
ahead. You try to stay in the 
left side of the lane to avoid 
getting sideswiped by one of 
the wandering drivers, but 
where the concrete divider 
closes in, you ease over 
toward the center of the lane. 

Suddenly, the bike seems 
to have a mind of its own. The 
front wheel darts left then 
right. You feel the wobbles, 
barely managing to keep the 
bike balanced, and finally 
squeeze over more toward the 
right. You slow down to get 
farther away from the other 
vehicles. It’s a scary situation. 

You were smart to get out 
from behind a vision-blocking 
truck and to separate yourself 
from other vehicles and 
hazards. But apparently you 
failed to notice the rutted 

“edge trap” in the center of 
your lane, created when the 
lanes were squeezed in for 
construction. 

Two-wheeled vehicles are 
especially susceptible to 
grooves or ruts, because they 
can snag the front tire and 
make it difficult to steer. 
When you can’t steer 
accurately, it’s hard to keep 
the bike balanced. 

Your tactic of moving to 
the right of center and 
dropping back was a good 
move. In addition to watching 
the busy traffic, you should 
have maintained your 
awareness of surface hazards, 
including the uneven groove 
in the center of the lane. 
When you must cross a 
pavement groove or raised 
edge, swerve across it 
aggressively, don’t try to ease 
across. 

Ride more safely!                 ☺ 

 
—Scott 

A t a crossroads, 
don’t just trust 
luck. The other car 

may be a truck! 
I subscribe to a motorcycle 

magazine called “Motorcycle 
C o ns u me r  N ew s, ”  a n 
excellent magazine, even if I 
do say so myself. For those of 
you who also get the 
magazine, this article is from 
page 46. 

 
“Lousy Lanes” 

 
Highways including super 

slabs near big cities seem to 
be in a perpetual state of 
construction (duh!). You’re 
returning home to the big city 
from a rally, and the closer 
you get to home, the worse 
the roads seem to be. You 
changed lanes to get out from 
behind a truck that was 
blocking your view, and that 
got you away from a ladder 
that wasn’t secured very well. 
But the left lane is narrow, 
with a hefty concrete divider 
just inches away, and very 

Lousy Lanes 
By Scott Polhemus 



Chapter Location Meeting Time Meeting Location Meeting Day 
Chapter B/N Garland/ 

Richardson 
6:30/7:30 PM Raymond’s Barbecue 

10920 Garland Rd., Dallas 
1st Tuesday 

Chapter F2 Fort Worth 6:30/7:30 PM Luby’s Cafeteria 
251 University Dr., Fort Worth 

1st Tuesday 

Chapter G2 Greenville 6:00/7:00 PM Ryan’s Steak House 
IH-30 & Hwy 34 , Greenville 

3rd Tuesday 

Chapter M Arlington 6:00/7:00 PM Spring Creek Barbecue 
1724 Hwy 287 at Debbie Lane, Mansfield 

1st Thursday 

Chapter P Granbury 6:00/7:00 PM Golden Corral 
1300 S Morgan (Hwy 144) Granbury 

2nd Thursday 

Chapter R D-FW 6:00/7:00 PM Fuddruckers 
2001 SR-121, Grapevine, Texas 

4th Tuesday 

Chapter U2 Keller 8:30/9:00 AM Charlie’s Restaurant 
Grapevine, Texas 

3rd Saturday 

Chapter W2 Waxahachie 6:30/7:30 PM Fire Mountain Restaurant 
1400 Hwy 77 N, Waxahachie 

3rd Thursday 

Chapter Y2 Tyler 6:00/7:00 PM Sweet Sue’s, Kermit Hwy. 
3350 S. S.W. Loop 323, Tyler 

1st Tuesday 

Chapter Z2 McKinney 6:30/7:00 PM Steak Kountry, 153 Westgate 
Shopping Center, McKinney 

4th Thursday 

Area Chapter Meetings 

Wax. 
Several people have said that 

they would like more Sunday rides 
because they cannot go Saturdays, 
so we are trying to plan more 
Sunday rides. 

In the door prize drawing, Phil 
won a cup holder, Tom won a travel 
mug, Ray won two handy strips, 
Nancy won a notepad, Madison 
won some brads, Presley won a 
clock, and Keith won some 
notepads. 

In the raffle drawing, Ray won a 
Wal-Mart gift card worth $20, and 
Tom won a free registration to the 
Chapter T T-Fest rally in Killeen. 
This was donated by Chapter T. 

The cake auction has proven to 
be a big hit, so it continued in 

September. Each bid is $1, and 
anyone can bid or rebid. There is a 
preset time limit, which is not 
revealed to the bidders. The last 
bidder when time is called wins the 
item. All bids are donated to the 
chapter treasury. The cake auction 
was won by Phil Polhemus. I intend 
to have a cake each time. It may not 
be the same kind each time, but if 
you would like to be in on it, you 
have to attend the gatherings. 

Thanks to everyone who 
attended. Please come again. If you 
missed it, please try to attend the 
next one. We want to see you there.
                                                     ☺ 

—George 

S ix B’s met at Raymond’s 
Barbecue on September 5 for 
the Monthly Gathering of 

Chapter B/N. Attending were 
Chapter B members Tom Fletcher, 
Keith Issitt, Phil Polhemus, Ray 
Shields, Nancy Veatch, and myself. 
Nancy brought her daughters 
Madison and Presley. 

The meeting began with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Tom Fletcher gave a talk about 
the Chapter I Rally in Marshall, 
which he and I attended in August. 
Tom won his First Place class and 
Best of Show trophies at the rally. 

Phil told the group about 
upcoming rides to the Dallas World 
Aquarium and Ripley’s Believe It 
Or Not Museum and the Palace of 

September Gathering 
By George Augustas 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

October 2006 

 Last Quarter 

 First Quarter 

☺ Full Moon 

 New Moon 

 Happy Anniversary 

Robby and Nancy Veatch ...........18 

Dan and Sherley Engleman .........24 

PAGE 5 THE  TOURING B NEWS O CT OBE R  2006  

Chapter B Monthly 
Gathering at 

Raymond’s 

Barbecue 
Eat 6:30 pm 

Meet 7:30 pm 

Columbus Day 

Chapter T 
T-Fest Rally 

Killeen, Texas 

Newsletter 
Articles Due! 

Halloween 

Chapter M2 Rally 
Sundae In The 

Park 
Montgomery 

Community Ctr 
Montgomery, 

Texas 

 Happy Birthday 

Keith Issitt .................................11 

David Smith ...............................16 

Roberta Fletcher .........................30 

Ride to 
Hillsboro for 
Terry Barton 

Memorial Service 
Lunch en route 

Leave 10:00 AM 

Lunch Ride to 
Glen Rose 

Leave 9:00 AM 
(Renegade Cycles) 

Lunch Ride to 
The Shed 

Edom 
Leave 10:00 AM 

Daylight Saving 
Time Ends 
� 

Ride to 
Halloween 
Screams 

Dinner en route 
Leave 6:00 PM 

(Scott leads) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

November 2006 

 Last Quarter 

 First Quarter 

☺ Full Moon 

 New Moon 
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Chapter B Monthly 
Gathering at 

Raymond’s 

Barbecue 
Eat 6:30 pm 

Meet 7:30 pm 

Newsletter 
Articles Due! 

Thanksgiving Day 

 Happy Birthday 
Debbie Shields ............................ 1 
Dan Engleman ............................. 5 
Trey Polhemus ............................ 6 
Brad Lawler .............................. 11 
Suzanne Polhemus ..................... 11 

Happy Anniversary 
Ron and Faye Tolson ................. 24 

Election Day Veteran’s Day Chapter Z 
17th Annual 

Birthday 
Pasadena, Texas 

Lunch Ride to 
The Koffee Kup 

Hico 
Leave 10:00 AM 
Renegade Cycles 

International Motorcycle Shows 
Fort Worth Convention Centre 

Friday 4 till 9 PM 
Saturday 10:00 AM till 9:00 PM 
Sunday 10:00 AM till 5:00 PM 

International 
Motorcycle 

Shows 
Fort Worth 



Date Chapter Event Location Contact/E-Mail Phone 

October 21 T T-Fest Rally Carl Levin Park 
Harker Heights, Texas 

director@centexwings.org  

October 22 M2 Chapter M2 Rally 
Sundae In The Park 

Montgomery Community Ctr 
Montgomery, Texas 

Dennis and Nancy Kwiecien 
gwrratexasM2@yahoo.com 

936-273-4182 

November 4  1st Annual Texas District 
Education Day 

Angelina College 
Lufkin, Texas 

Collen Campbell 
AsstED@gwrra-tx.org 

281-839-0176 

November 11 Z 17th Annual Birthday Pasadena, Texas Kadie Shipley 
shipley633@aol.com 

281-479-1018 

2007 
March 3 

S 4th Annual Armadillo 
Roundup 

Montgomery Community Ctr 
Montgomery, Texas 

Eric & Toppy Swaim 
ejswaim@yahoo.com 

979-826-9463 

March 17 X2 8th Annual Birthday Party Bear Creek Park 
Houston, Texas 

Jim & Fran Rigell 
jrigell@sbcglobal.net 

713-983-0696 

March 22-24  Region H Rally Civic Center Complex 
Marshall, Texas 

Cliff Miller 
hdirector@region-h.org 

405-949-1748 

March 31 J 21st Annual Fools Run Winnie Community Center 
Winnie, Texas 

Gary & Glenda Wagner 
gwagner@gt.rr.com 

409-769-4328 

April 12-14  Louisiana District Rally Holiday Inn Holidrome 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Jere and Maurine Pyburn 
goldwing98@jam.rr.com 

318-387-1741 

April 13, 14 O Bluebonnet Campout & 
Rally 

Lady Bird Johnson Park 
Fredericksburg, Texas 

Richard Seay 
bseay@austin.rr.com 

512-894-3139 

April 28 O2 Heart of Texas Rally Riverside Park 
Brownwood, Texas 

Dave and Jean Simmons 
jensim@web-access.net 

325-382-4469 

April 28 V2 Rally By The Lake Brackenridge Plantation 
Lake Texana, Texas 

Alyce Hartman 
dearwing@cox-internet.com 

361-573-6529 

May 10-12  Arkansas District Rally Hot Springs, Arkansas   

May 17-19  Texas District Rally 
Riding With The Stars 

MPEC 
Wichita Falls, Texas 

John Simonick 
TexasDD@gwrra-tx.org 

210-497-0447 

      

This information is provided for the convenience of Chapter B members. Information is obtained from the Texas District web page and 
various other sources. No guarantee is made with respect to the accuracy of any information on this page, the calendar pages, or any 
other page in this newsletter, and the staff of Chapter B shall not be liable if any information is incorrect. You are advised to verify the 
accuracy of this information prior to attending any listed event. This information subject to change without notice. Rev. 01 SEP 2006. 

December 9  14th Annual Toy Run American Honda 
Irving, Texas 

Breeze Hoadley 
Chuck Thomas 

940-243-5237 
817-485-7977 

Coming Events 
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GWRRA NORTH TEXAS 

14th Annual TOY RUN 
COME HELP THE LESS FORTUNATE KIDS OF NORTH TEXAS 
DECEMBER 9, 2006  
PARADE STARTS 10:00 A.M. SHARP 

AMERICAN HONDA 
4529 ROYAL LANE, IRVING 
Take Hwy. 114 to Esters Rd. Exit Go North on Esters 
to Royal Lane.  American Honda on the NW Corner 
 

COME EARLY FOR AUCTION for it starts at 8:30 am 
Auctioneer Sam Smith will be on hand to help with the many great items for auction. Donuts and coffee provided by Santa’s helpers 
   
 

 
*Bring as Many 

Gifts as You’d Like 
(State age/sex on wrapped gifts) 

 

        ALL ORGANIZATIONS WELCOME 
 

            For More Information Call: 
            Louis (Breeze) Hoadley (940) 243-5237 

                            Chuck Thomas (817) 485-7977 
 
Sponsored in part by these dealers: 
DFW Honda 
Plano Honda 
Cycle Center of Denton 
Action Suzuki 
Honda West 
Action Power Sports 
Honda Tune 

 
 

                                          
 

 
ALCOHOL OR DRUGS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED! 
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Chapter Director George S. Augustas 972-226-3845 GSAugustas@worldnet.att.net 
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Phone Tree Co-ordinators (vacant)   

Couple of the Year Don and Rochelle Pierce 972-495-9976 rdpi@comcast.net 

Chapter N Director Scott Polhemus 972-752-5284 tx_dragon_slayer68@yahoo.com 
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