
BITS AND PIECES 

T he events of August 
were overshadowed 
by the untimely 

p a s s i n g  o f  B on n i e 
Simonick, wife of Texas 
District Director John 
Simonick. Bonnie was 
killed in a tragic accident on 
August 13. She was riding 
behind John on his bike. 
John hit an oil slick in the 
road and lost control of his 
bike. 

I will always have only 
fond memories of Bonnie. 
She was always so pleasant 
and outgoing. She never had 
a cross word for anyone. 
She will be missed by 
everyone who ever knew 
her and especially by those 
closest to her. 

I learned of the accident 
about a week prior to the 
Chapter I Spirit Fest rally in 

Marshall. I telephoned 
Chapter I to confirm that the 
rally was still on, and they 
said it was. Tom and I had 
already planned to attend 
the rally, so we went, not 
knowing the plans for 
Bonnie’s memorial service. 
Unfortunately, the memorial 
service was held the same 
weekend as the rally, so I 
did not get to attend the 
service. My sincerest 
apologies and condolences 
go to John Simonick and his 
family. 

We had a good time at 
the rally despite the prior 
events of the week. Tom 
went for a test ride on a new 
Gold Wing. Then we went 
on the fun run. We were 
fortunate to have a ride 
leader who knew the area. 
But he was riding a little 
Yamaha, and he really 
zipped through the country-
side. We could barely keep 
up with him. It was still a 
lot of fun, though, and a 
really well-planned ride. 
But all through the ride, I 
kept thinking of John and 
his accident, and I was 
especially watchful for 
anything that looked like an 
oil slick. Thankfully, none 
were found. 

In the bike show, Tom 
won first place for his bike 
in the custom GL-1500 
class. He also won the Best 

of Show trophy. I learned 
later that Tom was also at 
Wing Ding. Tom won first 
place at Wing Ding in the 
Bike and Trailer Class 20. 
Tom is justifiably proud of 
his bike. He maintains it 
very well. It is really neat, 
and he deserves all the 
accolades he receives for it. 
Congratulations, Tom. 

The weather is turning a 
little bit cooler lately, so it 
should be nicer for going on 
rides. We have several 
events coming up. We want 
everyone to join us on these 
rides. Moreover, gasoline 
prices have been falling 
lately, so that gives you yet 
another incentive to come 
ride with us. 

September events: We 
will be attending the 
Chapter R rally in Keller on 
September 9. I will leave 
from Renegade Cycles at 
8:00 AM to ride there. The 
rally starts at nine. I would 
like to see all of you there. 

Sunday, September 10, 
Phil will lead a ride to the 
Dallas World Aquarium. 
The ride departs at 1:00 PM. 
Leave place will be 
announced at the Gathering. 

On September 16, 
Chapter Y2 is having their 
8th Annual Rally and Fun 
Run in Canton. Try to 
attend their rally if you can. 
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I am making my annual sojourn to 
Corpus Christi that weekend, so I will 
not be able to attend. I had wanted to 
attend the Chapter X rally, but it is not 
until the following weekend, and I have 
already made plans to go to Corpus 
Christi the week before. I am afraid 
that if I wait another week, it will be 
too cool for swimming, which is 
primarily why I go to Corpus Christi. 

We have planned a ride to 
Ripley’s Believe It Or Not 
and the Palace of Wax 
museum for September 17. 
Phil Polhemus will lead. The 
ride leaves at 1:00 PM. An e-
mail announcement will be 
sent regarding the starting 
place for this ride. 

On September 23, there is 
a lunch ride to Justin. Phil will 
lead this ride. The ride starts 
at ten o’clock. 

Last month, I neglected to 
wish Vince and Paulette 
Griffin regards on the 
occasion of their wedding 
anniversary August 4. Also, 
belated Happy Birthday to 

Paulette Griffin, August 8. The Griffins 
were inadvertently dropped from the 
active member list. Please accept my 
apologies. 

September Birthdays: Happy 
Birthday to Tom Fletcher, Sherley 
Engleman, and Tom Fletcher Jr. 

The newsletter deadline date is 
September 22. I want to take a moment 
to encourage everyone to submit 

articles, photos, or what-have-you for 
your newsletter. If you go on an 
interesting ride, please share it with 
other Chapter B members. I will accept 
articles for inclusion in the newsletter 
at any time. Articles received after the 
deadline may be printed in the next 
newsletter. Articles will be accepted in 
any format, as long as I can read it. The 
editor reserves the right to edit all 

submissions for conciseness, 
clarity, grammar, or non-
intentional errors. No 
vulgarity, please. 

If I have forgot anyone or 
anything, please bring it to 
my attention, and please 
accept my apologies. 

That is about all I have for 
now. So, ride safely, and 
keep the shiny side up and 
the rubber side down.         ☺ 
George 
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Scott and I attended Wing Ding this 
year in Nashville. It was a great trip, 
but the weather was muggy and just 
plain HOT! Except for the cost of 
meals, drinks, etc., we really liked the 
Opryland facility. They have plenty of 
display room, plenty of hotel rooms, 
plenty of parking, excellent food, some 
very interesting terrain nearby for Fun 
Runs and touring and, inside, the 
temperatures were great. 

During the opening ceremonies, it 
was announced that the 2007 Wing 
Ding will be in Billings, Montana. I 
think that everyone is really looking 
forward to that trip! 

It was with great sadness that Trey 
and I attended the Memorial Service 
for Bonnie Simonick (aka Pepe), who 
was fatally injured August 13 during a 
motorcycle accident near Mayfield. Her 

husband John was injured, but not 
critically. The service was held August 
19, at Porter Loring Mortuary in San 
Antonio, and was attended by 200-300 
friends from throughout GWRRA 
Region H and National. If you would 
like to know a little more about 
Bonnie’s life and/or the accident, 
please go to the following web page: 

http://www.gwrra-tx.org/bonnie.
php 

With Scott, Trey, and Suzanne all 
out of town, I’ve been trying to take in 
some evening runs, but nothing special. 
Just a chance to blow the dust off the 
bike…                                               ☺ 

Ride safe, 

—Phil & Suzanne 

T here really haven't been too 
many rides with the group this 
month. I did ride to Windstar 

Casino for an interesting evening of 
(evil) gambling. Unfortunately, nobody 
else was able to make the trip. The trip 
was scheduled for the morning, but 
George was the only other attendee and 
it was just plain too hot to ride up there 
during the daylight hours. I had a great 
ride: winding road and almost no road 
construction. 

We weren’t able to attend, but Scott 
and Trey did attend the Chapter M 
Moonlight Fun Run and had a great 
time! I think there is still some 
disappointment at the loss of the 
traditional Poker Runs, especially when 
we attend rallies, like Wing Ding, and 
everyone from other regions is talking 
about theirs. 

Assistant Chapter Directors 
Phil and Suzanne Polhemus 

Tom Fletcher won First Place and Best of Show at the Chapter I 
Spirit Fest Rally in Marshall, Texas 
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significantly decreases an ability to 
operate the motorcycle safely. 

An estimated 33 percent of 
motorcycle operators killed in traffic 
crashes are not licensed or are 
improperly licensed to operate a 
motorcycle. By not obtaining a 
motorcycle operator license, riders are 
bypassing the only method they and 
state licensing agencies have to ensure 
they have the knowledge and skills 
needed to operate a motorcycle safely. 

What is the common thread 
throughout  this ar ticle? Rider 
Education -- the more you know, the 
more you can reduce your risk in riding 
a motorcycle. 
Crash Science -- Myths and Realities 
of Motorcycle Helmets Excerpt from 
the June issue of Friction Zone by Dr. 
Voyko Banjac. 
Myth 7: A Helmet is Designed to 
Only Protect Us Up to a 13 mph 
Impact Speed. 

Partially true, but deceptive. The 13 
mph value is indeed the impact speed at 
which helmets are tested, according to 
the DOT standard. However, this value 
wasn’t chosen as being the “upper 
speed limit” of protection. It is the 
physical result of the chosen six-foot 
drop height. The six-foot height stems 
from the 90th percentile (i.e., 90% 
likely) accident type identified by the 
Hurt Report of 1981, and verified 
numerous times since. 

In 90% or more of real-life 
motorcycle accidents, the rider suffers 
a blow to the head by falling off (their) 
motorcycle from approximately a six-
foot riding height, thus hitting the 
ground at approximately 13 mph. This 
impact speed holds true regardless of 
the cruising speed of the motorcycle. 
Myth 8: It is impossible to Design a 
Helmet to Protect the Head at High 
Speeds. 

Not  t rue. From a  physics 
standpoint, designing a protective 
device such as a helmet is a fairly 
straightforward task. Starting with an 
anticipated impact speed and an impact 
surface, we can calculate the impact 

energy and stiffness. Then, selecting an 
injury threshold, we can determine the 
design specifications of the helmet. In 
simple terms, impact energy depends 
on the square of the impact speed. 
Impact attenuation thickness, on the 
other hand, varies as the square-root of 
the impact energy. 

Therefore, to a first approximation, 
an X times greater impact speed 
requires a helmet that is X times 
thicker. 

For example, if the current DOT 
standard results in helmet thickness of 
1.5 inches to protect a 13 mph impact, 
to protect against a 100 mph impact, 
we would need; 100 mph/13 mph x 
1.5 inches = 11.5 inches or about a 
foot of helmet thickness. 

With today’s advanced materials, 
making such a helmet would not be a 
problem; unfortunately, selling it would 
be a different story, as I can’t imagine 
many riders willing to sacrifice looks 
for safety. 
Myth 9: To Truly be Effective at 100 
mph, A Helmet Would Have to be 
One Foot Thick. 

True, but deceptive. To maintain 
the same level of protection, and 
assuming an impact into the same type 
of object (i.e., strong and stiff), higher 
impact speed does indeed require a 
thicker helmet (as explained in Myth 
8). However, very few head impacts 
actually occur at anything close to 100 
mph, even if this were the actual pre-
accident cruising speed. 

In just about 100% of cases, the 
r ider  loses control of (their) 
motorcycle, falls down and hits (their) 
head on the pavement, and then 
continues to slide (thereby scrubbing 
off speed) before finally hitting a 
roadside object. 

Thus, the primary concern would 
still be protecting the head from a six-
foot (i.e., 13 mph) impact. 

Keep the shiny side up.                      ☺ 

—Scott 

M otorcycle crashes can be 
caused by or attributed to: 
• Lack of basic riding skills; 

• Failure to appreciate the inherent 
operating characteristics of the 
motorcycle; 
• Failure to appreciate the limitations of 
the motorcycle; 
• Failure to use special precautions 
while riding; 
• Failure to use defensive driving 
techniques; 
• Lack of specific braking, swerving 
and cornering skills; 
• Failure to follow speed limits. 

A motorcyclist should attend a 
motorcycle Rider Training Course to 
learn how to safely and skillfully 
operate a motorcycle. A motorcyclist 
has to be more careful and aware at 
intersections, where most motorcycle-
vehicle collisions occur. 

Motorcyclists must remain visible 
to other motorists at all times. Don't 
ride in another motor vehicle’s "No 
Zone" (blind spot). 

A motorcycle should anticipate 
potential dangers (the “What Ifs.”) 
more than other motor vehicle drivers 
do. For example, what if that driver 
backing their car out of driveway does 
not see you and what defensive action 
are you going to take. 

Motorcyclists must place much 
greater emphasis on defensive driving. 

Also, motorcyclists must be more 
cautious when riding in inclement 
weather, on slippery surfaces, or when 
encountering obstacles on the roadway. 

They must place greater reliance on 
their helmet, eye protection and 
clothing to increase riding comfort and 
visibility and to reduce the severity of 
injury should they become involved in 
a crash. 

Approximately half of all fatal, 
single-vehicle motorcycle crashes 
involve alcohol. A motorcycle requires 
more skill and coordination to operate 
than a car. Riding a motorcycle while 
under the influence of any amount of 
alcohol or drugs, including over the 
counter and prescription drugs, 

Causes of Motorcycle Crashes 
By Scott Polhemus 



Chapter Location Meeting Time Meeting Location Meeting Day 
Chapter B/N Garland/ 

Richardson 
6:30/7:30 PM Raymond’s Barbecue 

10920 Garland Rd., Dallas 
1st Tuesday 

Chapter F2 Fort Worth 6:30/7:30 PM Luby’s Cafeteria 
251 University Dr., Fort Worth 

1st Tuesday 

Chapter G2 Greenville 6:00/7:00 PM Ryan’s Steak House 
IH-30 & Hwy 34 , Greenville 

3rd Tuesday 

Chapter M Arlington 6:00/7:00 PM Spring Creek Barbecue 
1724 Hwy 287 at Debbie Lane, Mansfield 

1st Thursday 

Chapter P Granbury 6:00/7:00 PM Golden Corral 
1300 S Morgan (Hwy 144) Granbury 

2nd Thursday 

Chapter R D-FW 6:00/7:00 PM Fuddruckers 
2001 SR-121, Grapevine, Texas 

4th Tuesday 

Chapter U2 Keller 8:30/9:00 AM Charlie’s Restaurant 
Grapevine, Texas 

3rd Saturday 

Chapter W2 Waxahachie 6:30/7:30 PM Fire Mountain Restaurant 
1400 Hwy 77 N, Waxahachie 

3rd Thursday 

Chapter Y2 Tyler 6:00/7:00 PM Sweet Sue’s, Kermit Hwy. 
3350 S. S.W. Loop 323, Tyler 

1st Tuesday 

Chapter Z2 McKinney 6:30/7:00 PM Steak Kountry, 153 Westgate 
Shopping Center, McKinney 

4th Thursday 

Area Chapter Meetings 

down for a while. Phil and Suzanne 
will be Member Co-ordinators, and 
Scott will be the Chapter Educator. 

During the announcement of 
upcoming events, several people said 
that they would like more Sunday rides 
because they could not go Saturdays, so 
we are trying to plan more Sunday 
rides. 

In the door prize drawing, Nancy 
won a CD holder, David won some Car 
Polish, Mike H. won some chocolate 
mints, Ron won a can of WD-40, Scott 
and Faye won a GWRRA journal, 
Barbie won some auto wipes, Ken won 
a screwdriver with 18 bits, Leslie won 
a set of funnels, Jim and Keith each 
won a travel mug. 

In the raffle drawing, Barbie won a 
Wal-Mart gift card worth $20, and Ken 
won the Chapter R registration. 

The cake auction has proven to be a 

big hit, so it continued in August. Each 
bid is $1, and anyone can bid or rebid. 
There is a set time limit, which is not 
revealed to the bidders. The last bidder 
when time is called wins the item, and 
all bids are donated to the chapter 
treasury. For August, there were two 
cheesecakes. The rules were amended 
slightly to auction the two off 
simultaneously. One cake went to the 
last (highest) bidder, and one went to 
the penultimate (second highest) 
bidder. The auction was won by David 
Leggett and Ken Peterson. I intend to 
have a cake each time. It may not be 
the same kind each time, but if you 
would like to be in on it, you have to 
attend the gatherings. 

Thanks to everyone who attended. 
Please come again. If you missed it, 
please try to attend the next one. We 
want to see you there.                         ☺ 

T hirteen B’s and six guests met at 
Raymond’s Barbecue on August 
1 for the Monthly Gathering of 

Chapter B/N. Attending were Chapter 
B members Tom Fletcher, Keith Issitt, 
David Leggett, Leslie Pettibone, Phil 
and Scott Polhemus, Pam Thompson, 
Ron and Faye Tolson, Nancy Veatch, 
and myself. Guests were Jim Jones and 
Paul Grabsky, Chapter R, Ken and 
Barbie Peterson, Texas District 
Member Enhancement, Mike Helfand, 
Dallas, and Cary Davis, Rowlett. 
Chapter R was present to promote their 
rally in September. They donated a free 
registration to their rally. 

The meeting began with the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

I requested ride suggestions from 
everyone to be used in planning rides. 

I announced that the Chapter B web 
page was open again after being shut 

August Gathering 
By George Augustas 

PAGE 4 THE  TOURING B NEWS SEP TEMBE R  2006  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

September 2006 

 Last Quarter 

 First Quarter 

☺ Full Moon 

 New Moon 

 Happy Birthday 

Tom Fletcher, Jr. ........................ 16 

Sherley Engleman ...................... 19 

Tom Fletcher ............................. 25 

Chapter B Monthly 
Gathering at 

Raymond’s 

Barbecue 
Eat 6:30 pm 

Meet 7:30 pm 

Labour Day Chapter R Rally 
Knights of Columbus Hall 
2104 Willis Lane 

Keller 
Starts 9:00 AM 
Leave 8:00 AM 

Chapter X 
Mardi Gras Rally 

Guth Park 
Corpus Christi 

Ride to 
Justin, Texas 

Leave 10:00 AM 
(Phil) 

Chapter Y2 
8th Annual Rally 

and Fun Run 
Trade Centers I and II 

Canton, Texas 

Grandparents Day 

Newsletter 
Articles Due! 

Autumn Begins 
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Ride to 
Ripley’s 

Believe It Or Not/ 
Palace of Wax 

Museum 
Leave 1:00 PM 

(Phil) 

Ride to 
Dallas World 

Aquarium 
Leave 1:00 PM 

(Phil) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

October 2006 

 Last Quarter 

 First Quarter 

☺ Full Moon 

 New Moon 

 Happy Anniversary 

Robby and Nancy Veatch ...........18 

Dan and Sherley Engleman .........24 

PAGE 6 THE  TOURING B NEWS SEP TEMBE R  2006  

Chapter B Monthly 
Gathering at 

Raymond’s 

Barbecue 
Eat 6:30 pm 

Meet 7:30 pm 

Columbus Day 

Chapter T 
T-Fest Rally 

Killeen, Texas 

Newsletter 
Articles Due! 

Halloween 

Chapter M2 Rally 
Sundae In The 

Park 
Montgomery 

Community Ctr 
Montgomery, 

Texas 

 Happy Birthday 

Keith Issitt .................................11 

David Smith ...............................16 

Roberta Fletcher .........................30 

Ride to 
Halloween 
Screams 

Dinner en route 
Leave 6:00 PM 

(4-wheel?) 

Lunch Ride to 
Glen Rose 

Leave 9:00 AM 
(Renegade Cycles) 



Date Chapter Event Location Contact/E-Mail Phone 

September 9 R Chapter R Rally Knights Of Columbus Hall 
2104 Willis Lane 
Keller, Texas 76248 

Gary & Alice Meyer 
thebikersmeyer@charter.net 

940-497-4818 

September 16 Y2 8th Annual Rally and 
Fun Run 

Trade Centers I and II 
Canton, Texas 

Allen Carter 
www.texasy2.org 

903-570-3917 or 
903-566-9235  

September 23 X Mardi Gras Rally Guth Park 
Corpus Christi, Texas 

Ron and Magaly Griffis 
rgriffis@charter.net 

361-777-3670 

October 21 T T-Fest Rally Carl Levin Park 
Harker Heights, Texas 

director@centexwings.org  

October 22 M2 Chapter M2 Rally 
Sundae In The Park 

Montgomery Community Ctr 
Montgomery, Texas 

Dennis and Nancy Kwiecien 
gwrratexasM2@yahoo.com 

936-273-4182 

November 11 Z 17th Annual Birthday Pasadena, Texas Kadie Shipley 
shipley633@aol.com 

281-479-1018 

2007 
March 3 

S 4th Annual Armadillo 
Roundup 

Montgomery Community Ctr 
Montgomery, Texas 

Eric & Toppy Swaim 
ejswaim@yahoo.com 

979-826-9463 

March 22-24  Region H Rally Civic Center Complex 
Marshall, Texas 

Cliff Miller 
hdirector@region-h.org 

405-949-1748 

March 24 X2 8th Annual Birthday Party Bear Creek Park 
Houston, Texas 

Jim & Fran Rigell 
jrigell@sbcglobal.net 

713-983-0696 

March 31 J 21st Annual Fools Run Winnie Community Center 
Winnie, Texas 

Gary & Glenda Wagner 
gwagner@gt.rr.com 

409-769-4328 

April 12-14  Louisiana District Rally Holiday Inn Holidrome 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Jere and Maurine Pyburn 
goldwing98@jam.rr.com 

318-387-1741 

April 13, 14 O Bluebonnet Campout & 
Rally 

Lady Bird Johnson Park 
Fredericksburg, Texas 

Richard Seay 
bseay@austin.rr.com 

512-894-3139 

April 28 O2 Heart of Texas Rally Riverside Park 
Brownwood, Texas 

Dave and Jean Simmons 
jensim@web-access.net 

325-382-4469 

April 28 V2 Rally By The Lake Brackenridge Plantation 
Lake Texana, Texas 

Alyce Hartman 
dearwing@cox-internet.com 

361-573-6529 

May 10-12  Arkansas District Rally Hot Springs, Arkansas   
May 17-19  Texas District Rally 

Riding With The Stars 
MPEC 
Wichita Falls, Texas 

John Simonick 
TexasDD@gwrra-tx.org 

210-497-0447 

      
This information is provided for the convenience of Chapter B members. Information is obtained from the Texas District web page and 
various other sources. No guarantee is made with respect to the accuracy of any information on this page, the calendar pages, or any 
other page in this newsletter, and the staff of Chapter B shall not be liable if any information is incorrect. You are advised to verify the 
accuracy of this information prior to attending any listed event. This information subject to change without notice. Rev. 01 SEP 2006. 

Coming Events 
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CHAPTER "R" 
9th ANNUAL RALLY 

MOTORCYCLE SHOW & FUN RUN 
SEPTEMBER 9, 2006  

Knights of Columbus 
2104 Whitley Lane, Keller, TX 76248  

Grand Prize Sponsors 
CYCLE CENTER OF DENTON – Set of Tires for GL1800 

DFW HONDA – QTY 10 - $50.00 GIFT CARDS 
SAM'S CLUB – Motorcycle Lift (1500 lbs) 

MAXIM MOTORSPORTS (formerly Plano Honda) 
With more to come!!!!  

Some of our Vendors 
SAM'S CLUB – GRAPEVINE 

HEALTH FACTOR – MASSAGE THERAPY 
SUNRIDER – HEALTH PRODUCTS 

CREATIVE MEMORIES – SCRAPBOOKING 
DESIGNS BY ESCAMILIA - JEWELRY 

FIRST CHOICE – PERSONALIZED ACCESSORIES 
And more….  

____________________________________________________________________________  

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

Registration    9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
Games   9:00 AM to 2:00 PM – Staggered for all day enjoyment 
Fun Run   9:00 AM to 2:00 PM - Last card drawn at 2:00 PM 
Bike Show Classification/Staging 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM - All types of bikes welcome 
Bike Show Judging  1:00 PM  
Closing Ceremonies  2:30 PM - Drawings, awards, etc.  

Grand Prizes Will Be Given Away at Closing Ceremonies 
Raffle Drawing During Closing Ceremonies 

Contingency Prizes Drawn All Day 
Award for Largest Pre-Registered GWRRA Chapter  

FEES  

On Site Registration:   On Site Registration will include: 
Rider: $15.00 Co-Rider/2nd Rider:  $15.00   
    One Grand Prize Ticket 
    One Contingency Ticket 
    One Game Table Ticket 
    Bike Show & Fun Run 





To: 

GWRRA Chapter B Newsletter 
c/o George S. Augustas 
2514 Cedar Elm Lane 
Garland, TX 75043-5916 

POSITION NAME PHONE E-MAIL 
Chapter Director George S. Augustas 972-226-3845 GSAugustas@worldnet.att.net 

Assistant Directors Phil and Suzanne Polhemus 972-380-5525 phil@polhemus.net 

Secretary Rochelle Pierce 972-495-9976 rochp@comcast.net 
Chapter Educator Scott Polhemus 972-752-5284 tx_dragon_slayer68@yahoo.com 
Treasurer Pam Thompson 972-771-9062 mgldwng@aol.com 
Newsletter Editor George S. Augustas 972-226-3845 GSAugustas@worldnet.att.net 
Web Page Editor Don Pierce 972-495-9976 rdpi@comcast.net 
Way & Means (vacant)   
Phone Tree Co-ordinators (vacant)   

Couple of the Year Don and Rochelle Pierce 972-495-9976 rdpi@comcast.net 

Chapter N Director Scott Polhemus 972-752-5284 tx_dragon_slayer68@yahoo.com 
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